
Now there are 
more opportunities, 
but do you think that it’s 
difficult for young artists?
No, there’s so much competition 
too, and if they do get discovered 
it’s sad because they’re not looked 
after. They’re not matured and 
taken care of. I was taken care of. 
Not to mention there’s also so 
much competition… 
There’s so many singers around 
that the audience will choose what 
they want. It’s mostly the kids these days, 
and the kids are fickle and they won’t let you 
last long. It keeps going back to my day, 
because that’s all I can relate to - you build 
up an audience, these days the audience is 
instant, there’s already an audience. In my 
day, you built up an audience, then they intro-
duce you to their children and their children. 
Rock ‘n’ roll was just coming in at the time when you were 
starting out… 
Yes, I wasn’t in to it at all, it wasn’t my scene. I was a 
ballad singer. These two girls are getting me into it now. 
[Laughs] But it’s fun. What they’re doing on this CD, 
they’ve done some incredible things, it’s incredible. 
They’re taking this voice and they’re putting it onto 
jazz, modern funky jazz, it’s very interesting.
Because your voice fits a wide range of styles… 
My vocal coach said that if I’d had the right training, 
I could have been an opera singer. I would have 
been a contralto, not a soprano, because it isn’t 
high enough for that. Mezzo soprano, down 
there [drops voice]. I would have been a good 
candidate. 
What do you think of the recent Bond movie? 
My Bond was Sean Connery, I can’t accept any oth-
er Bond, sorry! I mean, he was James Bond, a tough 
act to follow. Doing it in the studio, I think there were 
60 musicians, and John Barry was conducting, and I’m 
singing the final line [singing] ‘He loves Goooooold!’ and 
John is asking me to hold the note because I’m singing 
over the credits, and I’m going blue in the face, trying 
to hold that note! [Laughing]. I nearly passed out! They 
asked the man in the street which is your favourite Bond 
song, and it came up trumps – it was ‘Goldfinger’. 
The Bond themes you did almost became your themes. 
Did you mind that? 
Well, ‘Goldfinger’ was written for me, and ‘Diamonds’. I 
was touring with John Barry at the time, around England, 
and he said to me one day, ‘I know you don’t like to listen 
to music without words…’, and I said, ‘Of course, I’m a 
singer!’. And he said ‘Please, just listen to this one for 
me. I’ve written the title music for the next Bond film’. And 
I thought it was just an excuse to get me up to his flat! 

Anyway, I listened to 
it and said ‘I don’t 

care what the 
words are, I’ll 
do it!’ And then 
Leslie Bricusse, 
and Anthony 
Newley, wrote 
the words. 

When you do a 
show and build a set 

list, in the nicest way you’re 
manipulating the audience… 
It is so exciting to put an act together, 
to find songs that go together. I get 
a great kick out of it. You lift them, 

but you can’t keep doing that to them, 
you break them! And then the next song, you 
have to bring them down gently. Today’s kids 
won’t know that. Variety teaches you that, be-
cause you get so many different artists in the one 
show, and I used to stand in the wings, and I think 
I’d learn something from everyone – the trapeze 
acts, the comedians for their timing. The kids today 

don’t have that. They’re instant stars, they can’t 
handle it, and sooner or later they turn to drugs or 
drink. And I did it gradually, I had all that time. And 
that’s probably why I’m still here.
Everyone talks these days about the importance 
for a British artist of breaking America. You did it 
by playing a great deal…
Oh yes, I toured America, loads of concerts, but 

what really did it for me was ‘Goldfinger’. I got 
my first gold record for it. But yes, it’s a tough 
nut to crack. 
Did you, and do you, enjoy all the touring? 
I loved travelling, period. I love travelling 
around the world - I don’t know whether that’s 
why I became a singer! My father was a mer-
chant seaman, and I inherited this wanderlust 

from him. I love travelling, if I gave up singing 
tomorrow, I would still travel. I love living out of a 
suitcase. And that’s how I did it, I travelled, not that 
I did see much of the world, mainly just the journey 

to the theatre and back! 
What’s it like these days, living in Monte Carlo? 
I’m just Madame Bassey in Monte Carlo, nobody 
bothers me. It’s wonderful that I can get away from 
it and have a so-called normal life. But the wander-
lust - after a while, I get restless, after about three 
weeks, and the bags come up from the basement, 

and the gym bag and there’s a great song!
So what are the plans for the future?

Oh, I’ll be singing when I’m six feet under. 
Oh, dreadful thought! Play me out of here 
[laughs]! 

   The album, Get The Party Started, is out now. 

‘I’m just Madame Bassey  
in Monte Carlo,  
nobody bothers me.’
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